Nucleoside transport in activated macrophages.
The study of [3H]-uridine uptake by mouse peritoneal macrophages showed that this is an active, temperature- and protein synthesis-dependent phenomenon, which is early altered when are exposed to a variety of stimuli. Murine recombinant interferon-gamma, a stimulus able to activate macrophage and to induce the production of tumor necrosis factor-alpha, within few hours markedly increased [3H]-uridine uptake by mouse macrophage. Other stimuli devoid of activation capacity, such as inert phagocytable latex beads, did not affect this phenomenon, which appeared to be related to macrophage activation. The increase in [3H]-uridine uptake may be an useful phenomenon in studying the early biochemical events associated with macrophage activation.